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As an organization that works to increase public awareness surrounding issues and impact from sexual 
violence, it is so disappointing to come across such an irrational, fiction based article bordering on 
hatred, allowed to be published in a Canadian national magazine that professes to “lead the discussion 
on the issues that matter.” 

Sexual violence is an issue that matters to many Canadians, and when opinionated articles are published 
that reflect nothing more than harmful, misinformed beliefs, these messages hurt those who have been 
impacted by these crimes and serve to deepen those opinions and beliefs of people who do not truly 
understand the issue. Happily, when reviewing the comments made from those who read the article, it 
was encouraging to see that the author’s opinion is a standalone one. 

The Association of Alberta Sexual Assault Services exists to increase public awareness of this brutal 
crime of violence. We exist to support the dedicated front-line organizations and professionals who 
offer programs to individuals and communities in all corners of our province. After decades in working 
with professionals, researchers, educators and survivors of the crime of sexual violence, we have 
learned a considerate amount about this crime.  Sexual violence, is a crime that’s impact is not linear, 
but rather deeply rooted in many societal struggles.  There are strong correlations linking sexual 
violence to social struggles such as alcohol and drug addictions, homelessness, mental illness, 
depression, anxiety, over achieving, under achieving, job instability, trust issues, eating disorders, low 
self esteem and suicide to name only a small few.   

Economically, treatment for these issues carries a significant financial cost to society with economic 
figures running into the billions of dollars annually.  

We are lucky that our province is run by a government and “delicate Premier” (as termed by Barbara 
Amiel) who recognizes sexual abuse and sexual assault are no longer personal, private matters, but 
rather enormous societal problems that have significant social and economical impacts on both 
survivors and communities as a whole. Thankfully, Barbara Amiel is merely a person who holds 
nonsensical opinions and has minimal if any influence over the issue.  
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