
Third Party Fundraiser “Because They Have No 
Choice” raises awareness and funds for “WDYT?”TM

Sexual violence is a crime that affects everyone in the community, yet 
is often kept in the shadows. Standing up and bringing this issue into the 
light is an important part of the process of building healthy communities 
free of sexual violence.

Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse was so proud to be a part 
of the Third Party fundraiser “Because They Have No Choice” initiated 
and run by Carina Hüllen. Through her fundraising efforts Carina raised 
$1790.00 for CCASA’s “Who Do You Tell?”TM program. 

Carina came to Canada from Germany in 2012 to travel and experience 
a new culture. During her time here Carina remarked that she has met 
many wonderful people.

“People have been so friendly to me here and they always seem willing 
to help”. 

It was from the kindness that she has received that Carina credits as 
one of her inspirations for organizing the event.

“I organized the fundraiser to say thank you to the wonderful people 
in my life, and to take this kindness and pay it forward to help someone 
else.  CCASA was chosen as I wanted to provide awareness about sexual 
abuse and support a program that provides help for children because they 
do not always have a choice in their situation.”

The fundraiser, held at the Gravity Espresso and Wine Bar, featured 
live music performed by Adrienne and Carmen of the band “New Street”, 
a silent auction, donated desserts and an opportunity for CCASA’s 
Joe Campbell to speak about sexual violence and the “WDYT?”™ 
program.    

Joe spoke passionately about the program and its value in helping to 
educate and empower children on how to tell if they have been sexually 
abused as well as how to recognize “ok” and “not ok” touches, and 
understand that abuse against them is never their fault.

“Bringing awareness of child sexual abuse is very important as it is 
one of the most under reported crimes. 1 in 3 girls and 1 in 6 boys will 
experience sexual abuse before the age of 18” Joe says. 

“Child sexual abuse can be very confusing for kids and quite often 
children can find themselves not having the language to be able to 
describe what is happening to them as abuse or having the awareness that 
it is abuse. Children need people to advocate for their right to learn about 
their bodies and about their right to be safe from child sexual abuse.”

“Any time you can get a group of people together to talk about our 
program it alleviates a lot of the stigma around educating children about 
body ownership and their right to live free of abuse”

Danielle Aubry, CCASA Executive Director was in attendance and 
was pleased with the turnout and the awareness that was raised from the 
event.

“When survivors of childhood sexual abuse are able to come forward 
to tell their story and help to raise awareness around the issue of sexual 
violence it impacts people in a larger way because it personalizes the 
issue and shows how real this issue really is” said Danielle of the event.

The third party fundraiser which was a big success was Carina’s first 
event ever, and along with raising funds for CCASA, it also helped to 
raise the profile of CCASA and the “Who Do You Tell?”TM program.

“I’m very proud of the event and all that it accomplished. I really 
wanted it to go well and it did, it raised a lot of money and awareness for 
CCASA.”

For her part Carina will remember the event fondly and is looking 
forward to her next steps and experiences in both Canada and Germany.

“I’m very focused on school and work now, but I am proud that I was 
able to do something good for kids and it keeps me smiling when I think 
about it”.

Event organiser Carina Hüllen speaks at the “Because They Have No Choice” fundraiser on February 9, 2013. This event aimed to raise awareness 
around the crime of child sexual abuse with funds going to CCASA’s “Who Do You Tell?”TM program.

Youth Engagement Specialist, Joe Campbell speaks on behalf of CCASA. Adrienne and Carmen of the band New Street perform at the fundraiser.


